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It is my privilege to give the Laudatio for Prof. Göhde  and to bestow the honorary membership in 
the Deutsche Gesellshaft für Zytometrie (DGfZ ) for his fundamental and pioneering work on the 
invention of flow cytometry.  This invitation to honour him pleases me greatly as it recognizes the 
profound admiration I have for Prof. Göhde.  The honor conferred by the DGfZ also shows their 
acknowledgement of Prof. Göhde’s  invention and development which contributed to open a new 
era in the study of cell biology. in Germany and throughout the world. Mr. Göhde has dedicated, 
and continues to dedicate, his life to the advancement of flow cytometry as well as to humanitarian 
causes in Africa and other less advantaged countries. 
 
Mr. Göhde began his illustrious career more than 40 years ago: he developed the first fluorescence-
based flow cytometry device (ICP 11) in 1968 and the first patent and the first commercialized 
instrument was delivered in 1968/69 by German Phywe AG in Göttingen. This contributed to pave 
the way for the development of more and instruments, new techniques  which revolutionized the 
way to study cell. The history is on the web. Thus I am truly delighted to be here this morning to 
celebrate with all of you the accomplishments of Professor Göhde on the 20th aniversary of the 
DGfZ conferences. 

On a search of his profile on the net, I found that I am the co-author who most published with Prof. 
Gohede.  I started as a young postdoc in Houston. When I arrived there, he had just left. Everyone 
in the Department, under Mr. Freireich at that time in 1979, was talking so much about this 
outstanding personality that I was very curious to meet him. I still remember the first interaction, 
some time later. I had to ask for his help: the measurement chamber was broken and the new one 
was not yet available on the market. He was an artist permanently improving his masterpieces. I 
was terrified, but I badly needed his help for my project. So I asked.  All that worry was 
unnecessary, because he very generously gave all his support. He supported our group in ENEA 
tremendously.  I was then, and still am, impressed with his charisma and his extraordinary passion 
for science and his richness of ideas. He is still a point of reference for the cytometry community.  

 


